
\\ BREAKING DOWN WALLS

reacts against the typical, indoors childhood experience 
by symbolically pushing kids out of the house and pulling 
nature in. Visitors enter the garden through a traditional 
Quebec-style home with walls bursting open and verdant 
native plants pouring inwards.  Like an ecstatic ruin, the 
walls are covered with vines and the ceiling drips with frothy 
ferns, in an other-worldly plant installation. The design 
creates a dynamic gradient of semi-enclosed rooms using 
solitary wall pieces set at playfully-odd angles. Logs are 
stacked as if frozen, inviting users to explore and climb, 
interacting with the natural landscape. 

Betula populifolia

Hamamelis virginiana

Aster cordifolius

Matteuccia struthiopteris

Mentha piperita

Deschampsia cespitosa

Carex pensylvanica

Parthenocissus spp.

Monarda fistulosa

Asparagus setaceus

Garden plan scaled at 1 cm = 80 cm

The plant selection draws from the local Atlantic Maritime community, with 
native flora merging with the opened home.

BREAKING DOWN WALLS
Visitors change the architectural narrative of the space 
through loose building pieces that are stacked into diverse 
forms.  These notched pieces allow guests to build off 
of existing structures or begin their own, building and 
disassembling their own creation. In this way, the opened 
home becomes a catalyst for creative thinking and a 
uniquely activated space.  The landscape symbolizes not 
only the human need for nature in our everyday experience, 
but also creates a dynamic space that encourages users 
to be a part of the creative process.
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The home bursts open 
with native plants 
pouring out.

Climbable wooden 
beams spill from 
the home.

Oddly-angled walls 
create unique 
spaces to explore..

Merging with 
existing forest.

Visitors create their 
own architectures 
in the open interior.



View A: Entering the home

View B: The opened home is bursting with plants.

View C: The open playing field

Plan with view locations

A B

C

The architecture encourages active participation from users. 
The permanent structures formally mimic the stackable loose 
play-pieces and inspire visitors’ creativity. These structures 
also physically support guests’ constructions with open slats in 
which loose pieces can be placed, providing new platforms to 
build from.
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Climbable wooden 
beams spill from 
the home.

Oddly-angled walls 
create unique 
spaces to explore.

Visitors create their 
own architectures 
in the open interior.

The home bursts 
open with a native 
plants pouring from 
every angle.


