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Mammoth Sunflower
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Eutrochium maculatum
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Liatris aspera

Liatris ligulistylis

Agastache scrophulariifolia

LOOK! Garden
The garden is something semantically perceived as a visual 
experience.  What we all know however is that the garden is 
multi-sensory.  But how do we highlight the non-visual realm?
At the entrance to the LOOK! garden visitors are presented 
with a blindfold created from garden detritus such as leaves 
that the user can take away with them.  Textured handrails 
reassure the visitor of a guided experience with one motive- to 
uncover the non-visual senses completely.

The design utilises a series of navigation triggers that 
correspond to our senses. Follow the textures of the handrail as 
you wind through the trail, the same textures will lead you on 
the journey forward. The changes in texture hint at a change in 
sensory realm - from touch to smell, from smell to sound.

The garden unfolds as a sensory exploration completely 
removed from the familiarity of sight.  The lack of visual 
connection forces the viewer to proceed slowly and with 
purpose, engaging all of the senses. As visitors near the 
conclusion of the trail a platform rises slowly and visitors are 
asked to remove their blindfold.  At that moment the rails that 
guided the visitors are revealed as forming the word 'look'.  

Implicitly we remind the visitor that there is more than one way 
to see, more perspective than ones own.  Visitors are reminded 
to not take nature for granted and appreciating the smells, the 
textures, the sounds and the feelings of being immersed by 
nature. 

In the tradition of the Chinese Garden, the Look garden unfolds 
and reveals a moment of surprise and delight as a conclusion.  
Play, in an adult sense, is an excercise of decontextualising the 
garden into the secondary sensory realms.  In doing so it 
creates a reminder to proceed mindfully through the garden, 
and through life more broadly.

Plant list



Textured Railings

Metal 
• cold
• smooth

Wood
• warm
• smooth

Pebbles
• cold
• rough

Moss
• warm
• rough

Sand 
• smooth
• soft




