
The Rules Are Up to You 
“[It] is in the simplicity of play, that the complexity of life is 
sorted. Like puzzle pieces joined together to make sense of 
the world.” – L.R. Knost

The Rules Are Up to You is an arena for games not yet invented.  
Lack of play can keep us from seeing, listening and creating in the 
world.  Rather than a playground for particular activities like riding 
a swing or playing a sport, The Rules Are Up to You invites the vis-
itor to hide, seek, run, jump, and use their own creativity to create 
games.  It provides novel experiences, but leaves their meaning up to 
the visitor.  

The garden is arranged to create unique experiences that invite 
play.  The tips of birch branches are tied together to create a hall of 
branches.  Woven willow fences create enclosure and safety.  A river 
of grasses and flowers wind through the center of the garden, chang-
ing form, color and texture throughout the year.  A path of split logs 
creates a circuit through the garden.  A thicket of evergreens creates 
hiding places.  The garden suggests both new and old games, but 
what those games are is yet to be imagined.
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branch tips tied together

Woven willow fence

Split wooden paving at 
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Suggested Plant List
Tree Species
Quercus alba - white oak
Pinus strobus - eastern white pine
Betula papyrifera - paper birch
Tilia americana - American basswood

Plants for mixed grass and perennial planting
Echinacea purpurea ‘Magnus’ - Magnus purple coneflower
Elymus canadensis - nodding wild rye
Eryngium yuccifolium - rattlesnake master
Heliopsis helianthoides - oxeye sunflower
Liatris spicata - blazing star
Panicum vergatum - switch grass
Solidago rigida - stiff goldenrod
Symphyotrichum novae-angliae - New England aster
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