
E V E R - E X PA N D I N G  P E R S P E C T I V E S

1 ABOVE
“I am a giant.”
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Children are intuitive researchers and play is their primary 
method of research. Our proposed design celebrates play as an 
approach: a way of interacting, exploring, imagining, and living 
with the natural world. Taking a formal cue from geological 
phenomenon, The Drumlins are a cluster of sloping landforms, 
becoming gradually larger as visitors move through the site. A 
variety of corresponding plantings stimulate the senses and draw 
attention to unique, odd details found in nature. Visitors first 
encounter the forms from Above, seeing four small mounds in 
their entirety, a scale affording active, turbulent, dynamic play. 
They then can move into quiet, sensory play Within a drumlin, 
and on to curious, exploratory play Through a drumlin. When 
they emerge to run, roll and climb Atop a drumlin, they discover 
a moment of pause at the summit to survey the vast expanse of 
the surrounding garden. These shifts in perspective, encouraged 
by the Drumlins, exemplify different emotions and ways of 
exploring to be found in nature—ranging from the small and 
detailed to the wide and expansive.
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PERENNIAL /  GRASS
Elymus virginicus
Juncus balticus
Zizia aurea
Carex bicknellii

PERENNIAL /  GRASS
Festuca idahoensis
Hordeum brachyantherum
Amsonia jonesii
Elymus virginicus

PERENNIAL /  VINE
Vitis amurensis
Tropaeolum peregrinum
Adlumia fungosa

PERENNIAL /  HERB
Allium schoenoprasum
Tanacetum vulgare
Tanacetum vulgare 'Isla Gold'
Thymus vulgaris
Phlomis cashmeriana

PLANTS

3 THROUGH
“I am emerging.”

4 ATOP
“I am a bird.”

2 WITHIN
“I am tiny.”



ELEVATION
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AERIAL VIEWFE ATURES

The largest drumlin invites multiple 
ascensions. Run up the long slope, 
climb the exposed structure, or 
scramble up the steep face to reach 
the peak where your perspective 
suddenly widens to see the vast 
expanse of the gardens …inviting 
you on your next adventure.

What appears to be a predictable 
entry becomes disorienting and 
curious as the ground beneath you 
shifts, the interior path rising and 
lowering as you pass through the 
drumlin. You are above, then below, 
then at eye level with the ground

Your curiosity is aroused as you see 
an opening, a portal, a cave among 
delicate leaves and small, dense 
foliage. You crawl inside and as your 
eyes adjust to the shadows your 
senses go wild with the cool air,  
damp soil, and small details surro-
unding you within the drumlin.

You first encounter four mounds at  
a scale that allows you to see and  
play with the entire form, run and  
roll down their slopes, or leap from 
one to another, imagining yourself  
to be a giant bounding mountains.


