
The renaissance was sparked by the desire to search for order and information, those elements 
which were thought to be at the basis of beauty. The enlightenment thought process of categori-
cally organizing and meticulously noting any and all information about a single item led to many 
advancements in the world of science. Today, however, we find ourselves much less informed, 
taking for granted the knowledge that took so long to collect and process. Our proposal for a 
21st century garden looks to bring that research back to the forefront by offering a means of 
presenting the data and the object once more linked in their existence: an information garden. 

50 FOLLIES
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The unnatural nature of the garden is taken to the extreme through a museum-like curatorial 
strategy, where we break down the concept of garden into 50 individual plants that are part 
of the Quebec landscape. Each plant will be presented to the visitor outside of its traditional 
context, within a geometrically ordered grid of one meter square follies. The visitors will have 
the opportunity to see, touch, and smell each plant on its own, as well as access data on the 
history, lifecycle, and uses of each plant, allowing for a more intimate understanding of the 
pieces that are part of our contemporary landscape.



Interaction with the information garden

Plant Information
Seed Drawer
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Red Maple (Acer rubrum)

Evergreen Sheild-Fern (Dryopteris marginalis)

Balsam Fir (Abies balsamea)

Blue Cohosh (Caulophyllum thalictroides)

*Final selection of the 50 species would be completed in conjunction with the 
horticulturist

Folly Detail
Made of white steel, these durable pedestals become the unifying element of the garden. Their size 
and monolithic qualities give each plant enough space to exist on its own, thoughtfully curated as if in 
a gallery. The folly will have basic information about each plant, as well as virtual information through 
which the visitor could access using their smartphone. If the plant peaks the curiosity of those who 
take the time to read, as a parting gift, the visitor is offered the chance to take some seeds for their 
own garden. 
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