
I said it was a brutal thing. 
“No, it was a human thing. 

You should not insult the brutes by such a misuse of that word; 
they have not deserved it,” and he went on talking like that. 

“It is like your paltry race—always lying, 
always claiming virtues which it hasn’t got, 
always denying them to the higher animals, 

which alone possess them. 

No brute ever does a cruel thing—that is the monopoly of those 
with the Moral Sense. 

When a brute in� icts pain he does it innocently; 
it is not wrong; for him there is no such thing as wrong. 

And he does not in� ict pain for the pleasure of in� icting it—
only man does that. Inspired by that mongrel 

Moral Sense of his! 

A sense whose function is to distinguish between right and wrong, 
with liberty to choose which of them he will do. 

Now what advantage can he get out of that? 
He is always choosing, and in nine cases out of ten 

he prefers the wrong. 
� ere shouldn’t be any wrong; and without the Moral Sense 

there couldn’t be any. 

And yet he is such an unreasoning creature 
that he is not able to perceive

 that the Moral Sense degrades him to the bottom layer 
of animated beings 

and is a shameful possession. 

Mark Twain

source: Mark Wwain, Mysterious stranger, ISBN 0-520-24695-0, page 48/49 
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human
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mink
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Agrostis capillaris, Agrostis gigantea, Anthoxanthum odoratum, Bromus inermis, Cynosorus cristatus, Deschampsia cespitosa, Festuca rubra commutata, Festuca rubra rubra, Festuca 
rubra trichophylla, Festuca trachyphylla, Lolium perenne, Poa pratensis, Trisetum � avescens, Agrimonia eupatoria, Carum carvi, Centaurea jacea, Daucus carota, Echium russicum, 
Galium album, Leucanthemum vulgare, Malva moschata, Matricaria chamomilla, Origanum vulgare, Plantago lanceolata, Salvia pratensis, Sanguisorba minor, Achillea millefo-
lium ‘Paprika’, Calendula o�  cinalis , Carthamus tinctorius, Centaurea cyanus, Coreopsis tinctoria , Cosmos bipinnatus ‘Sensation’, Eschscholzia californica ‘Red Chief ’, Gysophilla 
paniculata, Chrysanthemum carinatum ‘Polarka’, Linum grandi� orum ‘Rubrum’, Papaver rhoaes, Tagetes patula ‘Red Marietta’, Tropaeolum majus
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high 2.1m
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