
Waggle dance (BEE KEEPING TERM) –

1. A fi gure eight dance of the honey bee sharing 
information with the hive regarding
the distance to fl owers, water sources or new nest 
sites.

Buzz (NOUN) –

1. A low, continuous humming or murmuring sound.

Skep (NOUN) –

1. A straw or wicker beehive.

Our design uses the language of bees known as the ‘Waggle dance’ and the simplicity of 
the traditional woven basket beehives known as skeps as inspiration. Th e concept lures 
visitors of all ages through a series of interconnected paths and a loop bringing them 
through a journey similar to that of a honey bee from the hive to its source of pollen, 
water, or site for a new nest.  Th is is a garden for exploration.

Nested in a meadow of reed grass, blue star, butterfl y weed, aster, conefl ower and black-
eyed Suzanne fl owering with year round interest, the visitor sees the silhouettes of skeps 
of all sizes and shapes.  For a child, the experience allows for meandering through the 
taller structures, through the use of recycled materials such recycled nylon rope, cable 
ties, and galvanized wire interwoven with sisal rope.  Th e garden also become a tactile 
experience. Th e second layer of our design exposes the visitor to the life of bees; the 
plants that serve them, the complexity of their communities, and the amazing way they 
communicate with one another. 

PLANT PALETTE

Aster x frikartii Pennisetum alopecuroides

Perovskia atriplicifolia Rudbeckia fulgida ‘Deamii’ Sedum autumn fi re

Asclepias tuberosa Amsonia hubrichtii Calamagrostis x acutifl ora 
‘Karl Foerster’ 

Echinacea purpurea Helianthus annuus

0.6 - 1 M GRAVEL PATH
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Liatris spicata
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Stainless or Steel Rebar Sisal Rope Recycled Nylon Rope Cable Tie 1/8” Garden Wire MUD

MATERIALS SCHEMA
FOR SKEP CONSTRUCTION

1 1/2” Sisal Rope 

Cable Tie

Mud for 
Tall
Skeps

Recycled Nylon Rope
for Small or Medium Size 

6 mm  Rebar and Garden Wire

18 mm  Rebar and Garden Wire
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