
PARALLAX PARADIS / CONCEPT + EXPERIENCE / 

Society has lost its essential connection to and appreciation for gar-

dens. Ironically, many plants that have been relegated to the cast of 

“weeds” extol the truest garden virtues—color, texture, smell, sound, 

habitat…joy.  This garden underscores the cultural value-conflict 

between the vibrant abundance of wild gardens and the patterns of 

stark and sterile interference caused by the ubiquity of homogenous 

turf-grass gardens. 

The immersive and tactile procession through a dense ‘weed’ habitat 

into an austere ‘lawn’ room highlights the cultural divide.  The 

surrounding weed habitat is composed entirely of pollinator plants 

to create a whirling buzz of life and activity.  An enclosure formed 

of both living and felled birches distorts the visual and physical 

threshold between the two realms. Inside, all living branches are 

pruned away to reveal a layered, sculpted space devoid of living 

materials, save a manicured turf panel. The superimposed interior 

wall patterns produce a moiré effect to create a visual buzz. In 

contrast to the weed habitat’s sublime paradise, the barren and 

unsettling lawn space encourages a dialogue on garden diversity  

and sterility.
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PLANT PALETTE 
Weeds. That word alone sends shivers down 
some gardeners’ spines. It is curious, how-
ever, that in this day and age of demanding 
‘instant’ and ‘no maintenance’ gardens, 
that people go out of their way to avoid the 
toughest plants around.  The majority of the 
plants used in Parallax Paradis are often 
categorized as weeds, and yet they are beau-
tiful, attract numerous pollinators, and have 
medicinal benefits.

Tree
–Paper Birch (Betula papyrifera)

Shrubs
– Elderberry (Sambucus nigra subsp. 

canadensis)
– Staghorn Sumac (Rhus typhina)
– Wild Rose (Rosa acicularis)

Perennials
• Black-eyed Susan (Rudbeckia hirta)
• Boltonia (Boltonia asteroides)
• Boreal Yarrow (Achillea millefolium var. 
 borealis)
• Bush Clover (Lespedeza thunbergii ‘Gibraltar’ 

and ‘Spilt Milk’)
• Butterfly Weed (Asclepias tuberosa)
• Canadian Burnet (Sanguisorba canadensis)
• Compass Plant (Silphium laciniatum)
• Evening Primrose (Oenothera fruticosa) 
• Firetail Persicaria (Persicaria amplexicaulis 

‘Firetail’)
• Giant Ironweed (Vernonia gigantea)
• Goldenrod (Solidago speciosa)
• Great Black Masterwort (Astrantia major 

‘Rubra’)
• Joe Pye Weed (Eupatorium purpureum) 
• Mountain Mint (Pycnanthemum virginianum)
• Prairie Blazing Star (Liatris pycnostachya)
• Purple Coneflower Mix (Echinacea purpurea)
• Queen of the Prairie (Filipendula rubra)
• Rattlesnake Master (Eryingium yuccifolium) 
• Valerian (Valeriana officinalis)
– Wild Quinine (Parthenium integrifolium)

Ornamental Grasses and Sedges
– Big Bluestem (Andropogon gerardii)
– Brome-like Sedge (Carex bromoides)
– Little Bluestem (Schizachyrium scoparium)
– Purple Moorgrass (Molinia caerulea)
–Prairie Dropseed (Sporobolus heterolepis)
– Switchgrass (Panicum virgatum)

Turf-type Grass
–Fescue Mix (hard, sheep and red creeping) 



birch enclosure:
shade + pattern studies

elevation: interior lawn room

section/elevation: east-west axis overhead view
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