
Interstellar Medium

Plants list
Phyllostachys nuda [Nude Sheath bamboo]  
2.5 meters tall when planted. Cold hardy bamboo, the roots can 
survive to -20F. Tall up to 5 meters over 2 years.

Stanley Kubrick’s 2001: A Space Odyssey describes a story of 
exploration and discovery. A monolith is discovered by humans 
and apes in various places in the universe. Both species attempt 
to understand the object that could potentially lead to the 
discovery of further life or even theories of how life began. 
The INTERSTELLAR MEDIUM uses a foreign object to create a 
similar energy within its grounds and Reford Gardens at large.

A spherical mirror is protruding out of the ground as if 
it had fallen over 100km to Earth. It carries with it the 
unfamiliar atmospheres and sounds in which it had just 
experienced. Surrounding the object is an ordinarily gridded 
bamboo grove that has been manipulated by the impact.

The garden encourages visitors to explore this phenomenon 
and its influence on the landscape, creating an interaction 
between people and their discoveries - a buzz. A distorted 
reflective view to the sky and the bamboo grove allows visitors 
to make this connection between familiar and extraterrestrial 
space. In the INTERSTELLAR MEDIUM, they are one in the same.
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SECTIOn
The disturbance of the grid becomes stronger and 
forces visitors to alter their paths as they approach 
the center.
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The transition through space 
experiences 3 stages of order, 
disorder, and discovery. Visitors are 
guided into the center of the garden 
via interstellar sounds emitted from 
the object.
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The impact of the object onto the site creates 
a ripple through the existing grid of bamboo,  
distorting the geometrical order of the bamboo 
grove, where it is more dense near the center and 
less along the edges.

Bamboo provides the space with 
a linear structural element to 
follow the imposed grid and 
connect sky with ground.
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