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01 The Hollow – A Bamboo Threshold: 
Vertical stalks of bamboo in a bed of pea gravel 
are capped with solar-powered garden lights, 
creating an entrance court to the garden. 
Arranged in a grid pattern, the varying heights 
of each stalk inscribe the first of six curvilinear 
vaults that depict the continuing sinuosity of 
the spiraled environment. 

02 The Assembly – Gathering and 
Organization: A waffle grid shell of CNC-milled 
plywood ribs provides cover for visitors while 
serving as structure for the hanging of potted 
seedlings and plants ready to be transplanted 
to the ground. The cells of the structure are 
just wide enough to fit the insertion of circular 
pots for plants. The gaps between the circular 

pots and rectilinear cells of the structure allow 
light to filter into a seating area below. Further 
back on the slope of the shell, the cells become 
solid, filled entirely with soil, planted with seeds 
at the offset of the garden opening. Bamboo 
from the first zone encroaches into this zone to 
provide secondary structure to the plywood 
shell. 

03 The Beginning Bloom – Vigorous 
Instigation: A zone of plants that will just be 
beginning to bloom in mid-summer anchors this 
hill. These are plants that hint at their potential 
by the solstice, plants that will be in full bloom 
by summer’s end, but not a second before. 

04 The Full Bloom – A Celebration: A 
smaller but more precise area hill showcases 
flowers at the height of their perfection. They 
are glorious, luminous, and without fault. They 
are beacons for those viewing from the east 
side, enticing the viewers in. 

05 The Evolution – Rustication: This is an 
area of plantings that have already been spoiled 
by the summer solstice. They are past there 
time, showing only a glimpse of what they once 
were. In many cases they have already become 
a process of decomposition, creating the fuel 
needed by the other plants still thriving in the 
summer sun.

06 The Petrified – Resistance: A solid 
concrete plinth is at the spiral center. It 
contains one planter with a flower of 
resistance. Like an arctic flower in field of 
glacial rocks, its beauty clings on for the 
summer…never giving up hope, even in the 
midst of such solidity. 

The beauty of a spiral is found at the point of intersection between the fractal-like 
sequences of quadrants that mathematically define its shape and the resulting 
sinuous curvature that inscribes an ever-changing gradient, blurring borders 
through continual movement. The spiral provides both structure and evolution. 
Each quadrant becomes an epoch delineated by a quantifiable value. The fluidity of 
the inscribed curve, however, speaks to continual transition – a continual bleeding 
and softness that cannot be quantitatively measured.  

“Circumvallate” employs these same qualities to produce a sequence of quadrants 
in time, each blurred by a continual geometry that spirals towards the center of 
the plot. “Circumvallate” is a botanical performance of seasons linked by a contin-
ual geometry. 

“Circumvallate” is organized through six quadrants, each an era in the cycle of 
seasonal growth, each merging into one-another. Entrance is through a thicket of 
naked stalks and barren ground, which leads to a structure that positions and 
protects early plant life. From here a more robust framework allows newly seeded 
plants to grow as vigorously as possible, leading to an area of full bloom. Finally, a 
transition to compost and finally petrification, with one singular flower anchored 
in a concrete plinth.  Merging of these six quadrants occurs through implied and 
physical geometries by day and night, employing a common curvilinear geometry 
and lights to strengthen connection. 
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