
C R U S T

Despite the constructed environments we now live in 

often being described as artificial, our connection to the natural 

world is undeniable (and unavoidable). Your iphone, apartment 

and saucepan all derive their fibers from the earth’s natural 

resources.   

“Our dependence on nature to provide the materials 

for our consumption and our concern for the health of 

our planet sets us into an uneasy contradiction”

 (Burtynsky, Edward 2009)

You might say industry is now a significant part of the ecology of 

the earth - the economic system is now thoroughly tangled with 

the ecological. A purely economic world-view however typically

disregards the ecological; the inherent value of the thin living 

crust above a given precious geology. 

CRUST attempts to question this relationship. The molecular 

structure of copper (a local mineral) is employed to form a 

modular climbing structure for the living crust. Fragrant and 

fruiting climbers will grow over the structures, reminding visitors 

of the joy and value in ecological systems. Modules can be 

unattached and re-attached to reassemble the edges of the 

structures until vegetation growth locks each module into place - 

symbolising natures triumph over industry.

Suggested Plant list (depending on ultimate site):

Actinidia arguta

Actinidia kolomikta

Campsis radicans

Campsis x tagliabuana

Galium odoratum

Jasminum officinale

Polygonum baldschuanicum

Hardi Kiwi

Kolomikta vine

Trumpet Creeper

Trumpet Creeper

Sweet Woodruff

Poets Jasmine

Russian Vine (If not invasive)

Early mapping of underground 

mineral deposits of the Quebec 

region. The department of 

Colonization mines and fisheries: 

Geological Sketch and Economic 

Minerals of the Providence of 

Quebec (1924) suggests that 

Copper (Cu) can be found within 

the region of the site.

SITE BOUNDARY

shaped in a circle to represent a 

scientific petri dish, where under a 

microscope the molecular form of 

copper will be visible.

‘COPPER’ MODULE

to be made of steel or even 36mm 

PVC pipe with standard joints. 

Module to be arranged following-

coppers molecular form.

CLIMBING VEGETATION

these will intertwine through the 

modules eventually ‘locking’ the 

structure in place.

EXISTING VEGETATION

the instillation can be molded to fit 

around existing trees on site, or it 

can stand alone.

Molecular model of 

Copper (Cu).
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