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I N V E R S E   G A R D E N

Outside of the designed landscape, plants survive through 
successful response to the conditions of the ground and adjacent 
environment.  With this understanding, we propose to invert the 
process of garden design, eschewing a plant palette for the 
creation of a variable platform on which the garden will grow.   

This platform is defined by a series of low mounds penetrated by 
timber-lined wells.  Wood is used as a transient material:  the 
lining of each well decays and becomes host to a unique plant 
community.  Use of a combination of rapidly-decaying tree 
species and patterned surface cuts unique to each well ensure that 
decomposition occurs at varying rates through the garden.  The 
variable depths of these wells utilize the ground as a complex 
three-dimensional platform rather than two-dimensional surface, 
and allow each well to utilize shallow groundwater for accelerated 
decomposition and plant growth.

The garden is visible as a series of low-lying mounds on approach.  
There is no defined circulation; by meandering between and 
walking up the sides of each mound, the contents of the wells, and 
the entire garden, are revealed.

Pinus strobus
Acer saccharum
Cercis canadensis
Agastache foeniculum 
Aquilegia canadensis
Asclepias tuberosa 
Helianthus maximiliani 
Heliopsis helianthoides 
Lupinus perennis  
Monarda fistulosa 
Rudbeckia laciniata 
Solidago speciosa 
Asclepias incarnata 
Eupatorium maculatum 
Polemonium repatans 
Pycnanthemum virginia 
Verbena hastata 
Caltha palustris 
Iris versicolor 
Lobelia cardinalis 

White pine
Sugar maple
Eastern redbud
Lavender hyssop
Columbine
Butterfly weed
Maximilian’s sunflower
Ox eye sunflower
Wild lupine
Bergamot bee balm
Gray coneflower
Goldenrod
Milkweed
Joe pye weed
Jacob’s ladder
Mountain mint
Blue vervain
Marsh marigold
Wild iris
Cardinal flower

Note:  Although a plant palette is not designated, some 
of the species which may colonize the garden include: 
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Note:  The siting of the garden on-site is flexible, 
however a site between woodland edge and other 
gardens would be ideal to introduce the maximum 
number of potential colonizing plants.
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