
UNDER THE CARPET

“Under the Carpet” is a garden that brings surrealism to the discussion of today’s 
garden. It represents the gesture of trimming the garden´s soil and pulling it up the 
see “what’s going on under”. It’s a metaphor for today´s holistic garden, based on 
the understanding of nature itself, more than just (re)shaping it. This garden 
re�ects on the complexity and importance of one of the major components of the 
Earth's ecosystem: SOIL.

A curved structural grid serves to hold pots with di�erent plants including colorful 
�owers, eatable, fruit and aromatic plants. The bottom of the pots form a mycelium 
surface that provides eatable mushrooms. 
The pots are interconnected with an electronic interactive system: when a plant is 
touched the ones that interact with it will glow and light up so the visitors experi-
ence the hidden relations within plants. There are removable pots that the visitors 
take home to continue the experience.

“Under the Carpet” brings together biology, technology, and the information 
society, creating a range of sensory, emotional and intellectual experiences 
through an unusual physical setting that invites exchange and re�ection.

 

CONCEPT
Earth soil is the habitat for the 
organisms that recycle the nutrients, 
being the largest super�cial carbon 
reservoir. It �lters and puri�es the 
water, provides nutrients for plants, 
and the food we need.  It´s the 
surface where live occurs. The more 
complex a soil is, the more biomass 
and diversity it will sustain. Earth soil 
is the habitat for the organisms that 
recycle the nutrients, being the 
largest super�cial carbon reservoir. 
It �lters and puri�es the water, 
provides nutrients for plants, and 
the food we need.  It´s the surface 
where live occurs. The more com-
plex a soil is, the more biomass and 
diversity it will sustain. 

SOIL

The curved surface is 
achieved by a grid of inter-
locked treated wood beans. 
The grid spaces are �lled with 
permanent pots that are 
interconnected with an 
electronic interactive system. 
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Plants communicate and 
interact with each other 
and other organisms 
stablishing complex 
relations.
When you touch one 
plant, the ones related to it 
will glow and light up. The 
visitors will experience the 
hidden relations between 
plants.

FEEL THE LIFE
Some of the pots are 
removable so the visitors 
take them and continue 
the experience at home, 
letting the garden evolve 
over time.

GROW ONE
This roots network that 
fungi build on the ground 
serves as support for 
mature and complex 
grounds. At the bottom of 
the pots there is a surface 
of mycelium that will grow 
eatable mushroom. 
Mycelium forms a network 
of roots that decompose 
the nutrient and gives 
structure to the soil, so 
that plants can grow.

MYCELLIUM

THE BOX

The upper side of the pot will serve to grow colorful �owers, eatable, fruit and aromatic plants. On the 
bottom there will be a surface of mycelium that will produce eatable mushroom, using a unique 
technique we developed recently.

 PLANTS

Open sunny - humid/lower area of garden
Agastache foeniculum
Verbena hastata 
Allium schoenoprasum 
Monarda �stulosae  
Carex elata 

Open sunny - drier/sloped area of garden
Rudbeckia hirta 
Hordeum jubatum 
Asclepias incarnata 
Achillea millefolium 
Rosa canina 

Shaded corner of the garden
Adiantum pedatum, S
Asarum canadense - S, E, A
Viola septentrionalis - E,S
Taxus canadensis - S

Vertical part of garden
Gaultheria procumbens 
Dryopteris marginalis 
Athyrium distentifolium
Arctostaphylos uva-ursi 
Sesleria autumnalis - S

See 
Eat/taste 
Smell 
Take away plants
Additional Interest


