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 Acer Griseum
 Calla palustris 
 Imperata cylindrica ‘Rubra’
 Iris Louisiana ‘Black Gamecock’
 Petasites japonicus
 Phyllostachys nigra
 Stellaria holistea
 Viola tricolor ‘Bowles Black’

Suggested Plant List:

The garden aims to provide a unique 
interactive experience that explores 
the use of primary forms, the foil of 
planting, the balance between the 
new and the natural. This contrast 
explores how we interpret the spatial 
relationship between hard abstract-
ed forms and the imperfections of 
nature.

Two dense avenues of black 
bamboo (Phyllostachys nigra) 
form the left and right hand 
boundaries, framing the gar-
den and providing dappled 

shade

Triangular intersecting path-
way of quiet Breedon grav-
el, comprised of a variety of 
different sized aggregates 
bedded into the ground 
with a vibrating plate to 
create a reduced noise 
level

The focal point of the central 
play area is a semi-mature 
Acer griseum (6m in height). 
The surface area is construct-
ed using rubberized play mats 
with ‘Bounce Back’ technolo-
gy – to encourage and enable 
children’s play. 

A sea of red grass interwo-
ven with angular natural 
paths encourages visitors to 
wander and attracts birds 
and butterlies 

Iris Louisiana ‘Black Gamecock’ 
is planted as a running marginal 
border along the edge of the 
water feature and is offset by 
an adjacent border or white 
‘Calla palustris’

Fun, triangular interactive 
leanable structures encour-
age face to face interac-
tion and enable ground 
level lay-down areas.

Trio’s theme is presented 
throughout the garden with 
trilogies of red 
perspex translucent 
triangle structures

Bordering the bamboo, large 
leafed Petasites japonicus with 
their edible flower stalks offset 
the slender black stems of the 
bamboo and provide a setting 
to encourage children to play 

under the large leaves. 
A border of Stellaria holistea 
(Greater Stitchwort) adjacent 
to the Petasites continues the 

edible theme

The garden explores the power 
of 3 and is expressed in both 
physical form and in relationship 
associations. The 3 forms of tri-
angles, quilateral, scalene and 
isosceles are overlaid to provide 
contrasting and diverse function 
and expressive interactions. 

The planting continues to develop on the power of 3, the colours red, 
black and white form the sparkling highlights within multilayered en-
closed structural green forms of the perimeter of bamboo’s. The large 
leaved petasites and the black viola and iris and the central Acer 
create strong visual focus within which the angular reflective water 
feature reinforces the sense of mystery. The ‘Trilogies of red perspex‘ 
structures create a spaced visual tunnel effect of shafts of red light 
and planting, the 3 different sizes of archways maximise their intercon-
nection with both the space and the planting. 

concept/experience/aim:
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Trilogies of red perspex tri-
angular structures create a 
spaced visual tunnel effect 
of shafts of red light and 

planting.

Black bamboos function as back-
ground and screen for large leafed 
Petasites japonicus with their edible 
flower stalks and provide a setting 
to encourage children to play un-
der the large leaves. Stellaria ho-
listea (Greater Stitchwort) adjacent 
to the Petasites continues the edi-

ble theme

Iris Louisiana ‘Black Gamecock’ 
is planted as a running marginal 
border along the edge of the an-
gular reflective water feature and 
is offset by an adjacent border or 
white ‘Calla palustris’. Black bam-
boos (Phyllostachys nigra) in the 
background

View from one corner of the garden showing the visual game and 
engagement through the triangular red translucent perspex structures 
and creation of visual tunnel. Trilogies of red perspex of 3 different 
sizes of archways to enhance the interconnection with space and 
planting. Unique experience walking through archways or laying 
back on to leanable structures while game of reflection is played by 
water feature. 
3 coloured based planting includes black bamboos along edges, 
large leafed Petasites japonicus with their edible flower stalks and 
Stellaria holistea (Greater Stitchwort) to continue the edible theme. 
Iris Louisiana ‘Black Gamecock’ as marginal plant along edge of 
water feature

Axonometric view to show the entire garden in its structure present-
ing a clear understanding of the concept of trinity of triangles, use 
of materials, planting choice and activities, connecting the design 
to nature

Semi-mature Acer griseum to be 
visual focus. The surface area is con-
structed using rubberized play mats 
with ‘Bounce Back’ technology to 
encourage and enable children’s 
play. Interactive lean-able structures 
allow face to face interaction and 
ground level lay-down areas.
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