
GROUNDWORK

This design demonstrates, simply, how gardens can lay the groundwork for supporting 
pollinators as the palette of locally adapted plant species is transformed by climate 
change. It is also a lesson in how people can become connected with the natural 

world by moving from casual observation to active stewardship. 

A single path is oriented from southeast to northwest – the direction that planting 
zones are moving as a result of climate change. A beeswax-rubbed wood wall (white 
on the inside and honey-tones on the outside) represents separation between people 
and nature and is broken down as visitors move through the garden. Subtle text and 
graphics on the wall hint at best practices in supporting pollinators. Select wood panels 
will be replaced in years two and three with amber-coloured acrylic, representing an 

increase in pollinator activity as habitat is increased. 

The carefully researched plant palette was chosen to survive the projected climate 
change in the Rimouski area to 2080 as well as provide habitat for pollinators and is 
arranged to suggest shifting climatic zones while drawing visitors through the garden. 

SHRUBS
Buxus sempervirens, boxwood

Ceanothus americanus, New Jersey tea
Vaccinium angustifolium, low bush blueberry

PERENNIALS/BULBS
Achillea miilefolium, yarrow

Allium schoenoprasum, chives
Allium sphaerocephalon, drumstick allium, (interplanted with Achillea millefolium)

Digitalis purpurea ‘Excelsior Mix’, Excelsior Foxgloves, biennial
Salvia nemerosa, salvia

Thymus pseudolanuginosus, wooly thyme, interplanted with Verbascum
Thymus vulgaris, common thyme, interplanted with Digitalis

Verbascum bombyciferum ‘Pink Domino’, Pink Domino mullein, biennial

NOTES:
Plants selection considered year-long provision of year food and habitat to 
pollinators. Additionally, the plants on this list are able to survive in a wide spectrum 
of USDA Zones, soil moisture regimes, and pH levels making them resilient to 
climate change. 
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Typical lawn with foundation planting
Granular path with SE-NW vector
Wall with Peep Holes 
Existing trees

Wall with missing panels filled with amber coloured 
slats over time
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AMBER PANELS
Hardiness zones are shifting as average annual temperatures 
increase in a general northwest direction, across the continent. 
This vector is represented by plant species, placed in masses, 
that are pulled to the northwest. By using climate change 
resilient, pollinator-supporting species, we are assisting the 
eventual responsive migration of both plants and pollinators. 

Visitors move from a position of standing on a sterile lawn 
peeking into the world of pollinators through small holes in a 
tall barren wall, to being surrounded by pollinator supporting 
habitat and delighting in its texture, colour and scent. 

Over a two-year period, select wood fence slats will be replaced with amber-coloured acrylic panels 
representing an increase in pollinator activity as habitat is increased. Honeyed light will enter the walkway 
adding a new, sensual dimension to the design. The evolving materiality of the wall hints at the inevitable 
transformation of landscape over time due to climate change.

Subtly visible text and images are included on the interior wall face. These hint at ways we can support 
pollinators as climate change alters local ecosystems. Gardens have a critical role in assisting pollinators 
in finding the food and shelter they need if the plants they previously relied on are no longer present in 
the natural environment. 


