
Cloud and Garden Section

GardenPlan

The Cloud Trellis structure is composed of a set of hydrogen fi lled balloons that 
are held within a net. The trellis ebbs and fl ows due to wind fl ows, temperature 
fl uctuations and the infl ation and defl ation of the balloons. The net is tethered 
down to the ground at four locations where a service bundle is located. This bun-
dle holds the hydrogen tank, and the water and soil for the vines and the concrete 
pier that tethers the cloud. Adjacent to the maintenance bundle is the root bundle 
of the vines that grow upon the net. The net and bubbles eventually become en-
gulfed. However, before the fl ora spreads, the refl ective fl oor surface and “buoy-
ant bubbles” bring sky and adjacent tree canopies into the trellis and ground sur-
face. Making a green and blue grotto like space in the Festival’s Garden Rooms. 
Once the vines are fully grown the bubbles serve to create clearings in the trellis 
which pour light into the garden room.

The helium fi lled balloons support the net with help from adjacent trees. It is a sys-
tem that highlights the dependence of nature on the stewardship of the commu-
nity that nurtures it. The helium tanks that “feed” the trellis structure sit alongside 
the water tanks growing containers that supply the plants.
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List of Plants: Vines alternate between the three types each growing from 
1 of 8 “maintenance bundles”. Morning glories (Ipomoea species) 
Coral vine (Antigonon leptopus) and English Ivy. Refl ection of adjacent 
Poplars on globes and ground will bring a fourth plant element into the 
trelis.
List of other major Components: Refl ective balloons/globes, woven net 
warping balloons, Helium tanks, Mirrored plexy panels, Mirrored fl oor 
surface.
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The Hydroponic Cloud trellis structure is composed of a 
set of hydrogen fi lled balloons that are held within a net. 
The trellis ebbs and fl ows due to wind fl ows, temperature 
fl uctuations and the slow leakage of the balloons. The net 
is tethered down to the ground at four locations where a 
service bundle is located. This bundle holds the hydrogen 
tank, and the water medium for the vines. The Cloud is a 

seasonal structure which is stored in the boxes at the base 
in the winter months.
These two components work together as an infrastruc-
ture for growth. However it is a system that highlights the 
dependence of nature on the stewardship of the commu-
nity that nurtures it. A pivotal part of the urban context, 
green infrastructure is made to depend on our assistance 
to fl ourish.


