
BLACK COLUMN GARDEN DESCRIPTION AND VISITOR EXPERIENCE
Our proposal reflects our studio’s interest in distilled abstractions of environment that aspire to access emotional and physiological triggers unique to the medium of garden and landscape. 
During our studio’s creative process, design options under consideration are often stripped down to their most basic elements for the purpose of objective review. We imagine this 
proposal to be a literal translation of abstract ideas that would yield a beautiful and innovative garden typology.

 Our garden employs an interlocking pathway tapestry that provides circulation without prescribing a particular path hierarchy or direction. It is a field of possibilities that encourages the 
individual to create his or her experience by imagining a concealed latent maze along the paths. The garden’s complex horizontal circulation playfully meanders through a forest of black, 
charred wooden columns, moss, and low, native plantings that suggest the process of renewal and succession of a burned forest. Meandering through the tightly spaced columns, the visitor 
discovers miniature spaces that frame interior and exterior views of the contrasting lush and vibrant St. Lawrence River summer landscape.
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The vertical garden of wooden columns is emphasized by a taunt horizontal groundplane 
mosiac of woodland groundcovers such as moss and ferns.  They are organized by a lyrical 
pavement layout that creates multi-directional circulation opportunities which encourage 
the user to shape their own experience. 

The pavement design creates a visually rich composition of interlocking paths 
designed to be engaging in perspective as a horizontal tapestry of unfolding 
views activated through movement and bodily experience. The bright, exposed 
aggregate pavement becomes a sharp chromatic contrast to the groundplane 
and its context. 

Burnt or black painted wooden columns are irregularly spaced in fluctuating densities that 
frame views and create micro spaces. Pine trees could also potentially be interspersed with 
the abstract wooden columns that frame views outside of the garden and establish a playful 
miniature abstract grove of discovery.






