
CONCEPT 

 

 

The work I am proposing here is an architectural space based on the Golden Rectangle and consisting of a laby-
rinth and a sanctuary space offering seating and a place for dialogue.  

 

The space will be 25 foot (7.6m) deep, 40 foot (12.2m) wide and the apex of the roof will be 8 foot (2.4m) high.  
Some of the plants inside the garden may extend over the roofline.   

 

This work contains over 200 foot (60m) of path with 130 foot (39m) of grass-roofed walkway.  There will be 154 
columns supporting the roof.*  A garden space in the center will have two stone seating elements surrounded by 
indigenous plant material.  Using indigenous plants I hope to create the feel of a local forest clearing in the center 
garden.  I hope the work serves as a stimulus to provoke enquiry into our relationship with nature and the land-
scape.  The center garden will be designed to accommodate contemplation but open to encourage dialogue.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

*In the past I have usually used turf as the mass of the column over a steel tube.  I like the softness and organic 
nature of the sod columns, but this does not last well over time.  The sod tends to compress and requires some-
one to continually replace square at the top to hide the steel support.   Using logs as the roof support will allow 
the work to have a sustained usage for several years.  A recent project in California was up for two years.   

 

 

 

   

 

 

PLANTS 

 

The majority of plants would be grasses.  The turf for the roof will be 
two layers.  First layer rolled up vertical, grass side down.  There will 
be a layer of compost, topsoil, and peat moss between the turf lay-
ers.  The top layer will be rolled out horizontal, grass side up.  The 
layers of grass grow together and become a solid mass within a few 
weeks.   

 

The type of grass is dependent on availability in your area.  I would 
imagine a Fescue would probably be appropriate for the roof in your 
zone.   

 

CAREX (sedge) grass would be my first choice for the space between 
columns.  This space is about 18” (45cm) wide and continues for 
about 200 feet (60m).  I would prefer a plant that will reach at least 
2’ (61cm) high.  I would be open to suggestions of indigenous grasses 
that do well in shade and will reach a height of 2’ (61cm) to 4’ (1.2) 
foot. 

 

The interior garden area is rather small so there will be a limited 
number of plants residing there.  I would like a variety of heights and 
textures, again mostly grasses but with a few large shrubs or small 
trees.  The circular space in the center of the garden will also be 
planted.  This could be ornamental grasses or there could be decora-
tive flowering plants, possibly plants that are changed out for the 
season to achieve maximum visual impact for the duration of the 
project.   




