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A Screened Pavilion, Open to the Sky

The garden aspires to affect the perceptions of the visitor directly - without allusion or meaning, 
other than simply what is before the eyes: the crunch of gravel underfoot, black, tamped-earth 
benches warm from the sun, dappled light filtered through swaying leaves, wind blowing long, 
wild grasses, drops of condensation falling off branches intermittently into a reflecting pool, 
sunlight, an almost physical presence in its rawness.

Outer areas to the east and west provide a casual place of seating, either as a rest between 
visiting other gardens, or as a precursor to entering the inner room.  A porous screen filters 
views and guides the visitor, hiding and revealing in turn.  The garden passes through and under 
the screen, only subtly contained.

A mixture of native and exotic species [see below] are planted in an overlapping, layered 
manner.  The geometric rigor of the screen contrasts with the free-flowing nature of the planting, 
however the construction of it offers looseness within itself, implying a certain ambiguity 
between strictness and play.  The design calls to mind notions of long ago created gardens from 
other lands, though in the end it is a unique entity of its own time and place.

It is a space to sit for a while and be quiet.

[Acer nigrum, *Acer palmatum var. dissectum atropurpureum, *Acer palmatum var. dissectum 'Seiryu', 
Acer pseudoplatanus, Acer rubrum, Amelanchier canadensis, Betula papyrifera, Carex atherodes, Carex 
cephalophora, *Edgeworthia papyrifera, Enkianthus campanulatus, Fargesia murielae, Fargesia nitida, 
Galium trifidum, Geum canadense, Koelreuteria paniculata, Luzula parviflora, Luzula spicata, Melilotus 
officinalis, Osmunda claytoniana, Parthenocissus quinquefolia, Persicaria amphibia, *Pieris japonica, 
Pleioblastus variegatus, Polygonum sagittatum, Prunus nigra, Pteridium aquilinum, Rhododendron 
canadense 'Albiflorum', Thelypteris noveboracensis ]

*Proposed to be transported indoors for winter months.  

The designers are open to any recommendations of the festival horticulturist regarding more appropriately matched species to the 
climate of Quebec, preferably similar in character to what has been proposed.

Inspiration / Research for character of porous nature of the screen.




